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CONNECTION
FROM EAST
TO WEST

Louvre Abu Dhabi's "The Pulse of
Time"highlights a migration of
artistic influence. Razmig Bedirian
explores the film, to be released on
the museum’s third anniversary

ouvre Abu Dhabi 1s
launching a short film

that explores the history of
human creativity through
the museum's collection.

Entitled The Pulse of Time,
the 40-minute piece is the
first short film produced by
the museum. It takes viewers
on an audiovisual journey
through the 12 chapters of the
museum’s galleries, highlight-
ing a selection of 15 artworks
and sharing stories of cultural
connections from prehistory to
contemporary times.

The Pulse of Time premieres
on YouTube on Wednesday, to
coincide with the museum’s
third anniversary. The short
film will be available to stream
for free on Louvre Abu Dhabi's
website the next day.

The work - directed by
Mohamed Somji from Dubai
creative studio Seeing Things
- will be available in Arabic,
English and French. Emi-
rati actor, producer and TV
presenter Saoud Al Kaabi,
known for his role in City
of Life, the first full-length
feature film shot in the UAE,
narrates the Arabic version.
British actor, screenwriter
and director Charles Dance,
who played Tywin Lannister
in Game of Thrones, narrates
the film in English, while
French-Swiss actress Irene
Jacob, known for her role in
Three Colours: Red, narrates it
in French.

“This immersive digital ex-
perience encapsulates the cur-
rent moment as the museum

reflects on its third anniversa-
ry,” Manuel Rabate, director of
Louvre Abu Dhabi, says. “The
film animates the galleries
and objects on view, for an
awakening of the imagination
that audiences may experience
from anywhere in the world.”

Rabate says the film marks
a new era of original digital
commissions alongside tra-
ditional physical exhibitions.
He explains that the film's
“languages and collaborators
represent the museum space
itself as a crossroads for inter-
cultural connection”.

The script was developed by
French author and playwright
Stephane Michaka, while
the film’s original score was
composed by Jonathan Morali,
French songwriter and front-
man of the band Syd Matters.
Producers Alexandre Plank
and Antoine Richard were
commissioned to create the
film’s sound.

“Inspired by Michaka's text,
we aimed to create an expe-
rience that would be a musi-
cal epic, an immersive and
dreamlike journey through the
museum's spaces and works,
so that each gallery resonates
distinctively in the listeners’
ears,” says Plank, two-time
winner of the Prix Italia inter-
national competition for radio
and TV, an award Richard has
also won.

“Rhythms evolve and instru-
ments reverberate as the lis-
tener traverses different times,
civilisations and cultures,”
Plank says.
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“The Pulse of Time' shows Louvre Abu Dhabi's key pieces, such as

a 6,500 BC statue from Jordan, top Victor Besa / The National

At the heart of the featured
melodies and rhythms are
the voices of the narrators, he
adds. “They make the listener
a confidant and witness in
discovering historical and
universal works, and how each
of these works tries, in its own
way, toweave an invisible link
between people and the world
around them.”

The Pulse of Time invites
viewers Lo experience a poetic
narration of the stories of
masterpieces from Lou-
vre Abu Dhabi's collection
and those on loan from

international institutions.
Cultural commonalities can
be discovered in a number

of the museum’'s treasures
featured in the film, including
the Italian sculpture of a man
dressed in a Roman toga called
The Orator (100-150) and

the Bodhisattva (100-300 CE),
a sculpture created in an area
that is today part of Pakistan
and Afehanistan.

Viewers of the film will also
learn of the migration of
artistic influence from Weslt
to East in the carvings of a
basin inscribed with the name

The film animates the
galleries and objects on
view, for an awakening
of the imagination

that audiences may
experience from
anywhere in the world
MANUEL RABATE

Director, Louvre Abu Dhabi

Bonifilius (circa 1,300) from
Northern Italy. Meanwhile a
6,500 BC two-headed statute
from Jordan's Ain Ghazal, on
loan from the Department of
Antigquities of Jordan, allows
audiences to reflect upon the
way the region's ancestors saw
themselves,

At a later stage, Louvre Abu
Dhabi will launch an audio
tour adaptation of The Pulse of
Time for visitors to explore at
the museum, via the multime-
dia guide. The audio tour will
be available in six languages,
with the addition of Mandarin,
narrated by actress Lan Qiu;
Russian, narrated by actress
Dinara Drukarova: and Ger-
man by actor Stefan Konarske.

The tour will lead visitors
through the museum using
geolocation technology that
triggers audio content and
music depending on where a
person is situated within the
galleries.

The Pulse of Time adds to
Louvre Abu Dhabi’s roster of
digital programmes, which
includes the We Are Not Alone
podcast by Soundwalk Collec-
tive, Anghami's curated play-
lists of soundtracks inspired
by the museum’s collection,
and virtual exhibition tours,
as well as online activities for
families and children available
on Louvre Abu Dhabi’s website
and app.

More information on The Pulse
of Time and Louvre Abu Dhabi’s
digital programmes 1s available
at www. louvreabudhabi.ae

From Spanish Flu to coronavirus - author draws inspiration from global pandemics

he Spanish Flu plays a

significant role in Egyptian

writer Ahmed Mourad's
2014 novel 1919, which takes
readers to early 20th century
Cairo, a time when demonstra-
tions were taking place across
Egypt in protest at British
occupation.

Blending real and imaginary
events, the celebrated author
-whois known for his thriller
novels - took a jab at historical
fiction with his fourth book,
exploring the city's political
landscape at the time, as well
as its aristocracy’s palaces
and its underbelly, not flinch-
ing from its gambling dens
and prostitution rings.

The Spanish Flu is an import-
ant plot catalyst in the book
and shapes a number of its
characters’ fates, including

that of Ward, an Armenian
refugee in Egypt who loses her
parents to the deadly influen-
za. Before writing his novel

- which is being adapted into
a film - Mourad did consider-
able research about the 1918
pandemic, which affected
more than 500 million people
around the world. Tt was a
time defined by uncertainty
and fear, and Mourad found it
captivating.

S0, perhaps it doesn’t come
as a surprise that Mourad says
he plans on writing a novel
based on the current pandem-
ic. After all, there are a number
of similarities to be drawn
between the two time periods,
even if they are set a century
apart. However, speaking
at the Sharjah Internation-
al Book Fair, the Egyptian

author says he would like to
wait for some time before he
attempts to bring the events of
today into his fiction.

“Maybe when the experience
is complete,” he says. “I have
to wait until some time has
passed, and gain perspective
because for now we're too
much in the thick of it, espe-

cially since it's such an unprec-

edented experience.”

This year, after the pandemic
took hold, Mourad launched
the I-Read initiative, aiming to
discover 20 emerging short
story writers. The selected
stories, all of which take place
during the pandemic, were
published in October in an an-
thology called Universe Nights.

“I'm very proud of this initia-
tive. We managed to introduce
20 up-and-coming writers to

readers during the pandemic,”
he says.

Mourad says he never ex-
pected his novels to end up on
bestseller lists and needed en-
couragement when he started
out. In his debut novel Vertivo,
a thriller that confronts Cairo's
seedy nightlife, he was “exper-
imenting with story structure
and exploring inner flow. The
feedback was that it would
have good readership, so I
went ahead with it.”

After the novel was published
in 2007, Mourad began taking
a series of creative writing
courses to hone his storytell-
ing sensibilities and craft.

His second novel, Diamond
Dust, which came out in 2010,
was translated into a number
of languages and was even
adapted into an eponymous

Ahmed Mourad's novel 1919 is
being adapted into a film

film starring famed Egyptian

actors Asser Yassin and Menna |

Shalaby. _
Mourad, who has now written

seven novels, says there is still

a scarcity of fast-paced thrillers |

and suspense novels in the Ar-
abic literary landscape, saving
he'd like to see more works in
the genre by emerging writers.

Though an established
screenwriter in his own right,
Mourad says he tends to
concentrate more on writing
novels.

“Personally, T believe that
novels and films have their
respective sets of readers and
audience. It is true that cinema
broadens the reach of novels,
but Iwrite fiction, and if it
can be adapted for the silver
screen, that is just a bonus.”

Mourad’s The Blue Elephant,
a psychological thriller, was
also adapted for the big screen

| and was a box office success in

Egypt.

Razmig Bedirian
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Dubai Customs bags
14 innovation awards

DUBAI / WA
Dubai Customs announced it
celebrated 32 disruptive in-
novations developed
throughout 2020, raising the
number of innovations de-
veloped by the government
department between 2010
and 2020 to 237,

Dubai Customs also re-
ceived 14 global awards for
outstanding achievement in
innovation in 2020 to raise
the total number of recogni-
tions and awards to 124.

"Prioritising innovation
today is essential to unlock-
ing post-crisis prosperity
and growth," said Ahmed
Mahboob Musahih, Director-
General of Dubai Customs.

"Dubai  Customs  has
worked diligently to turn in-
novation into a daily practice
following the wise vision of
His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai. We are
following certain strategies
to keep up the good work
and maintain our leading po-
sition around the world. We
focus on artificial intelligence
(Al), applications in the com-
ing phase. New uses and ap-
plications of Al are
developed every day, bring-
ing us closer to an unparal-
leled future. A future that we
could have never imagined.
This will put us closer to fulfil
the requirements of the UAE
Centennial 2071 and other
ambitious plans and proj-
ects,” he added.

Hussain Al Fardan, Dubai
Customs’ Innovation Centre
senior manager, said, "Dubai
Customs crowned its out-
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Dubai Customs develops
32 disruptive innovations
in 2020, raising number
of innovations developed
by the government
department between
2010 and 2020 to 237

standing performance with
seven awards from Ideas
America to raise the total
number of accolades in 2020
to 14. The awards included
the first place (Gold Award)
in Idea of the Year (Team Cat-
egory) for the leading project
on "The Cross Border e-Com-
merce”. This project is the
first of its kind in the region,
and it utilises blockchain
technology to integrate and
automate operations be-
tween Customs, Free Zones,
logistics, and courier compa-
nies.” The Innovation Centre
has organised a series of
brainstorming sessions for
different teams to come up
with disruptive ideas. These
sessions have generated 72
percent of the total number
of ideas, which played a sig-
nificant role in facilitating
customs operations and fac-
ing different challenges in-
cluding one from Covid-19.

Louvre Abu Dhabi announces
premiere of The Pulse of Time

ABU DHABI / WA

Louvre Abu Dhabi announced
the screening of its first-ever
short film, The Pulse of Time,
coinciding with the museum's
third anniversary on Novem-
ber 11. The 40-minute audio-
visual journey brings the story
of humanity to life through an
exploration of works of art
from the museum's collection,

The film's  storytelling,

videography and original music
take viewers on a voyage via the
12 chapters of the Louvre Abu
Dhabi's galleries, exploring the
history of human creativity
through a selection of 15 art-
works and sharing stories of
cultural connections, from pre-
history to contemporary times.
The film will premiere on
YouTube at 7 pm in Arabic, 8
pm in English and 9 pm in
French (Gulf Standard Time).

Covid-19: UAE reports
138,291 total recoveries

ABU DHABI / Wan

The Ministry of Health and
Prevention [(MoHaP) an-
nounced that it conducted
154,882 additional Covid-19
tests over the past 24 hours,
using state-of-the-art medical
testing equipment.

In a statement, the ministry
highlighted its aim to con-
tinue expanding the scope of
testing nationwide to facili-
tate the early detection of
coronavirus cases and carry
out the necessary treatment.

As part of its intensified test-
ing campaign, MoHaP an-
nounced 1,111 new coronavirus
cases, bringing the total number
of recorded cases in the UAE to
142,143, MoHaP also noted an
additional 683 individuals had

COVID-19 krtast updacs
i The LURE

e

P recomverier

ﬁﬂ“ G}

Pimwe Daaiba

Tttt TR T8 5 e
min -:-III:. vl Tl

o g i B

e 1]
fully recovered from Covid-19,
bringing the total number of
recoveries to 138,291,
According to the ministry,
the infected individuals are
from various nationalities, are
in a stable condition, and are
receiving the necessary care.
The ministry added that no
Covid-19-related deaths have
been recorded in past 24 hours.

NEWS

ABU DHAE! Department of Community Development launched volunteering policy earlier this year

Ma'an unveils ‘community

volunteers programme

The initiative will encourage volunteering across the government sector;
strengthening cohesion within employees’ families and the communities

ABU DHABI / EMIRATES BUSIMNESS

As part of the Authority of Social
Contribution - Ma'an’s drive to
facilitate meaningful volunteer-
ing opportunities, the organisa-
tion  launched its  new
‘Community Volunteers” pro-
gramme, the pioneering new vol-
unteering model, created to
enable the government to have
an active role in implementing
volunteering opportunities,
working towards strengthening
cohesion with  employees’
families and communities.

The first phase of the Com-
munity Volunteers programme
will focus on the community
sector and its employees to pro-
vide meaningful volunteering
opportunities at work that re-
flect the organisation's vision.
Employees will be able to select
missions throughout the year
from a "Mission Basket’, each
designed to spark behavioural
change and address Abu
Dhahbi's key social priorities, as
identified by the Abu Dhabi De-
partment of Community Devel-
opment (ADDCD).

These missions include help-
ing the community establish
change towards habits related
to smart saving by reducing en-
ergy consumption, financial
savings and other missions.

The programme will be led
by Ma'an, who will ensure that
the missions that are carried
out are aligned with Abu
Dhabi’s social priorities and
will oversee each participating
entity and its rolling out of the
programme.

HE Salama Al Ameemi, Direc-
tor General of Ma'an, said: "In-
stilling a change of behaviour
starts from the comfort of our
own homes where individuals
are surrounded by people that

The "Cammunity Valuntzars” pragramme will be lad by Ma'an, who will ensure that the
missaons that are camied out are abgned with Abu Dhabe's social pronties and will overses
gach participating entity and its rolling out of the programme

m The first phase of the Community Volunteers programme
will focus on community sector and its employees to
provide meaningful volunteering opportunities at work
that reflect organisation's vision

m Employees will be able to select missions throughout the
year from a "Mission Basket”, each designed to spark
behavioural change and address Abu Dhabi's key social
priorities, as identified by ADDCD

they love and care for, many of
whom already go out of their
way to provide energy and time
to serve society.

“This is why we strongly be-
liewve the Community Volunteers
programme can make a positive
difference that will benefit the
whole of Abu Dhabi by bringing
people from all walks of life to
help tackle the social chal-
lenges, while also inspiring oth-
ers to volunteer. Through this

programme, it is these opportu-
nities that will touch the lives of
people, fostering greater family
and community cohesion and
connection.”

Volunteers will become com-
munity change agents within
their own time, taking an active
leadership role to drive change
within themselves, their col-
leagues, their workplace and
their local communities, to help
create a positive impact and

RTA receives 31,000 reports of

items lostin

DUBAI / WAM

The Roads and Transport Au-
thority (RTA) revealed that the
Lost & Found Unit at its Call
Centre, Customers Happiness
Dep't received 31,073 reports
of items lost in Dubai Taxis dur-
ing the period from January to
September 2020, The resolu-
tion rate of these reports
within the specified time was
as high as 99.9%,

"RTA considers customers
and service recipients a top pri-
ority in line with its third strate-
gic goal 'People Happiness.
From January to September this
yvear, we found and returned a
diverse cast oflost items includ-
ing AED618,700 in cash, B36
mobile phones, 1,201 electronic
devices, 453 passports, 254 lap-
tops, 53 jewellery items, and 41
iPads/tablets. Overall, we have
received 31,073 reports of lost
items and the signing-off rate
amounted to  99.9%" said
Mehailah Al Zahmi, Director of
Customers Happiness Depart-
ment, Corporate Administrative
Support Services Sector, at
Roads and Transport Authority.

RTA found AEDE18,700 in
cash, 836 mobile phones,
1,201 electronic dewvices,
453 passports, 254
laptops, 53 jewellery
items, and 41 iPads/tablets
in Dubai taxis from January
to September this year

"We return the lost items to
their respective owners once
we receive reports from them.
This achievement is credited to
the cooperation of our taxi

taxis_ in 9 months

drivers who display high levels
of integrity and honesty in line
with RTA's professional ethics
in this vital field,” she noted.
"Taxi drivers who report items
left by customers in their vehi-
cles are honoured and motivated

to encourage them to continue
with this moral and civilised con-
duct. It will also have a positive
bearing on their careers, and
contribute to attracting more
riders to this service, which of-
fers privacy and comfort to cus-
tomers in line with RTA's vision
as 'The world leader in seamless
& sustainable mobility,” Al
Zahmi concluded.

£ [ We strongly believe

the Community
Volunteers programme
can make a positive
difference that will
benefit the whole of Abu
Dhabi by bringing people
from all walks of life to
help tackle the social
challenges, while also
nspinng others to
volunteer

HE Salama Al Ameemi,
Director General of Ma'an

long-term sustainable enhance-
ments change for the future.
The project is also in line
with the ADDCD's volunteer-
ing policy, which was
launched earlier in the year, to
organise voluntary work in
the Emirate with the aim of
creating an efficient and effec-
tive wvolunteering environ-

ment. The entity is looking to
raise awareness of volunteer-

ing opportunities and encour-
age participation, enhancing
community participation.

B Far full story, read

gmirates-business.aa

Seven UAE law
firms fined in
anti-money
laundering case
ABL DHABI /WAM

The Ministry of Justice
imposed an AED100,000
fine on seven law firms for
continuing to violate anti-
money laundering (AML)
and counter-terrorism fi-
nancing [CTF) measures
in accordance with the
provisions of Federal Law
No. 20 of 2018 on coun-
tering money laundering,
terrorist financing, and
illegal organisations.

In a statement on Sun-
day the Ministry of Justice
said, "These measures are
part of the UAE's continu-
ous and extensive efforts
to address the risks asso-
ciated with financial
crimes, and reflect the
strong commitment of the
Ministry of Justice towards
strengthening its AML and
CTF supervisory role over
legal professionals.”

B For full story, read
emirates-husiness.ae

[PS to bring global real estate community together

DLD announced the first virtual edition of International Property Show in partnership with Invest in Dubai Real Estate

DUBAI/ WAM

Dubai Land Department (DLD)
announced that the first virtual
edition of the International
Property Show ([P5] in partner-
ship with Invest in Dubai Real
Estate (IIDRE) is set to welcome
adiverse international audience
and bring the global real estate
community together, through
the IIDRE programme, from
November 11-20.

As one of the highlights of the
10-day virtual event, the [IDRE
programme will welcome dele-
gations from the KSA, Pakistan,
China, India, Latin America, and
Africa, to participate in interac-
tive activities that are communi-
cated in their native languages
to  eliminate communication
barriers and ensure a truly one-
of-a-kind, immersive experience
for all visitors.
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The first wirtual edition of the International Property Show is set to walcome a divarsa
international audience 1o Dubai through the BORE programme from Novembes 11-20

In collaboration with its vir-
tual venue, Event10x, the pro-
gramme will offer multilingual
activities that include exhibi-
tions, project presentations, and
site tours. Participants will be
able to engage with events virtu-
ally, making Event10x the ulti-

mate virtual event that would
showcase real estate opportuni-
ties in Dubai and strengthen its
position as a world-class desti-
nation for real estate, trade,
business, and tourism.

“We see this programime as an
opportunity to acknowledge our

g, [

Dubai's real estate market has a
diverse investor database and sheltered
different nationalities over the years. Thus,
we seek to be inclusive and dedicate time
slots and activities for Saudi Arabia, Pakistan,

China, India, Latin America, and Africa

good relations with the KSA,
Pakistan, China, India, Latin
America, and Africa as well as
recognise their contribution to
Dubai's real estate market and in
the global economy as a whole.
Dubai's real estate market has a
diverse investor database and
sheltered different nationalities
over the years, Thus, we seek to
be inclusive and dedicate time
slots and activities for these

Sultan Butti bin Mejren,
Director General of DLD

countries,” said Sultan Butti bin
Mejren, Director General of
Dubai Land Department.

“The IIDRE Programme will
certainly create huge benefits to
our local real estate exhibitors
by promoting their projects to
prominent investors from glob-
ally competitive countries, They
can rest assured that they will
be able to expand their network
and build valuable partnerships

to thousands of visitors who are
highly interested to invest in
Dubai’s real estate sector, " said
Majida Ali Rashid, CEO, Promo-
tion and Real Estate Investment
Management Sector at DLD.
“This event reflects strength of
Dubai's real estate market during
Covid-19. Despite pandemic, we
continue to stay true to our com-
mitment to provide opportuni-
ties to everyone in the real estate
sector and propel business trans-
actions even more. It is through
our resilience that continues to
further strengthen city’s compet-
itiveness with help of latest tech-
nological innovations. Dubai's
real estate market continue to
show clear signs of stability with
agile commercial activities taking
place across the emimate, compet-
itive real estate prices, and in-
creasing number of real estate
transactions,” she added.



Miley Cyrus's 2008 hit
single "Party In the USA' re-
entered the ITunes Top 200

chart in the US on Saturday,
following news of Joe Blden's
presidential election win.

TheSix

Artcurators

The 2020 Abu Dhabi Art Fair,
set to take place virtually from
Nov. 19-26, has unveiled its
lineup of guest curators,

Maya El-hhalil

The curator of “Beyond:
Emerging Artists™ handpicked
three rising Emirati artists to
produce work and showcase it
during the art fair.

Simon Njami

The Paris-based lecturer, art
critic, novelist and curator has
worked across Europe and Africa
on promoting and supporting a
wider understanding of the wealth
of art and artistic creation in the
MENA region.

Nada Reza

Bringing her knowledge of the
local and regional art world to
the fair, the artistic director of
the Ishara Art Foundation curated
the UAE-focused “A Picture
Held Us Captive.”

Sung Woo him

The writer and curator is
interested in curatorial
methodologies that produce and
pose questions relating to time
and space. He is the curator of
the gallery sector “Material-Real”
during the art festival.

Rose Lejeune

The London-hased curator’s
performing arts program “In the
Round” presents four perfor-
mances in a 360-degree film
format by artists’ from the UAE,
Germany and the UR.

Ashwin Thadani

Hailing from India, the founder
of Mumbai's Galerie Isa will bring
together six galleries from the
Indian subcontinent through his
curated section “India Today™

ARAB NEWS Monday, November 9, 2020

Finally

Arab News Dubal

Three months after the
devastating explosion that
shook Belrut on Aug. 4, fine
Jewelry house Bulgarl has
teamed up with its longtime
pariner Save the Children
to launch the “B for Belrut™
initiative this week with an
intimate gala and dinner at
Dubai's Bulgari resort.

The evening, hosted by three-star
Michelin chef Niko Romito, was an
intimate gathering at his restau-
rant Il Ristorante — Niko Romito
that brought together a number
of regional stars wearing their
glittering best, including Tunisian
model Ryvm Breidy (nee Saidi).
Breidy, who is known for her role
in Ialian television series “Clao
Darwin,” chose a white sculptural

=

dress from Fendi for the occasion.
She paired the backless creation,
which was plucked from the Italian
brand’s Fall 2020 ready-to-wear
collection, with a pair of matching
white boots and a black purse also
from Fendi.

Bulgari's new fundraising project
asked a handful of regional stars
what they wish for all children.

For Breidy, it's “opportunity.

The actress, who appeared in

the charity project’s campaign
alongside her hushand, Lebanese
television presenter Wissam
Breidy, and their two children, said
that she was “proud to be part of B
for Beirut fundraising project” and
urged her L4 million Instagram
followers to donate to the initiative
to help support the victims of the
Beirut blast.

Also at the gala were Lehanese
television presenter Diala Makki
and Lebanese blogger and designer
Karen Wazen, among others.

For her part, Makki donned
a red, figure-hugging printed
dress from Alexandre Vauthier.
Meanwhile, Wazen stunned in a

CLOSE UP

Regional stars join
Bulgari aid initiative

drapey, emerald-colored creation
by Lebanese couturier Nicolas
Jebran,

“S0 happy to have a been a part
of tonight’s lundraising with @
bulgari and @savethechildren for
Beirut,” said Wazen. “Dressed in
head to toe Lebanese designers,”

she added.

MEBC TV anchor Mahira
Abdelaziz was also among the
guests at the intimate gathering.
She opted for a shiny, dark green
dress from Maison d’Angelann for
the charitable occasion.

Until Nov. 19, the Bulgari Hotel

FACT

Rym Breidy
wore a white
sculptural dress
from Fendi's Fall
2020 ready-to-
wear collection,
with a pair of
matching white
boots and a
black purse.

Left: Rym Braidy
is Known for her
role In Itallan
television series
‘Clao Darwin.
FileGetty Images

Far left: Tha
Tunisian model
and actross wore
a head-to-tos look
by Fendi.

Instagram

Above: Lebanese

e televislon

" presanter Diala
Makkl features in

the campalgn.

Instagram

and Resort Dubai will allocate a
part of the revenues generated at
Il Ristorante - Niko Romito to Save
the Children Lebanon. Addition-
ally, Bulgari will be donating funds
to the charity and inviting the
public to partner with them and
donate as well.

SAUDI DESIGNER

Rylie Minogue
celebrales
new album
wearing Ashi
Studio

Arab News Dubal

Australian singer Evlie Minogue
this week appeared on the pages
of The Guardian Weekend
wearing Beirui-based label Ashi
Studio. The “Can't Get You Out of
My Head” hitmaker just released
her 15th studio album, “Disco,”
and joined forces with the publica-
tion for a four-outfit shoot lensed
by London-based photographer
Jens Langkjaer and an interview
to celebrate her newly released
musical project.

In the spread, Minogue was
a vision in an all-white, feather
couture jumpsuit from the fashion
house, founded by Saudi-bormn
designer Mohammed Ashi.

Minogue also donned pieces
from Christian Cowan and Jean-
Paul Gaultier in the spread.

'PULSE OF TIME"

Louvre
Abu Dhabi

announces

Sirst shortl film

Arab News Duba

The Louvre Abu Dhabi announced
the launch of its first-ever short
film, “The Pulse of Time,” on
Sunday.

The 40-minute Immersive
audio-visual journey is an
exploration of artworks from the
museum’s collection, narrated
in English by “Game of Thrones™
actor Charles Dance, in Arabic
by TV presenter Saoud Al-Kaabi,
known for his role in 2008% “City
of Life" and in French by actress
Iréne Jacoh.

The short film charts the
history of human creativity
through a selection of 15
artworks and stories of cultural
connections from the pre-historic
era to contemporary times.

The film will premiere on
YouTube on Mov. 11, 2020,
coinciding with the museum’s
third anniversary.

DUBAI DESIGN WEEK

Students tackle complex social, economic problems at MENA Grad Show

Katrina Kufer Dubal

Om display at this vear's Dubai Design
Week, set to run from Nov. 9-14,
the inaugural MENA Grad Show
supports impact-driven projects
rooted in robust academic research.
The show is a diverse exhibition
of student projects from across the
Middle East and North Africa region
and aims to “give innovators from
MENA universities visibility on an
international stage and to create
exchange and professional develop-
ment opportunities,” according to
Tadeu Baldani Caravieri, the director if
the Global Grad Show that usually goes
on display during Dubai Design Week.
“The MENA Grad Show mirrors

the Global Grad Show's values and
marks the launch of a platform
dedicated to academic iInnovators
from the region who are working
to solve social and environmental
issues.” Caravieri added.

With more than 200 applications
from 36 universities tackling the
improvement of complex social and
economic problems, the selected 50
“demonstrate the student’s ability
to understand the nuances of their
sirroundings, including cultural
subtleties,” noted Caravieri. “In
many cases, the creative process is
permeated by elements pertaining
to tradition and heritage, which
shows the students care in bridging
past, present and future, therefore

A

producing innovation that is easily
relatable and adopiable”

With focus ranging from educa-
ion to resources management and
nutrition, Caravieri notes three key
areas. Health, for example, sees
Sohaila Alaa Eldin Ramadan from
the German University in Cairo

“Tabteeal' |s
a project
by Allaa

Alhamady from
the German

Unlversity in
Calro. Supplied

propose a toolkit for low-income
families with children suffering
diabetes that allows for easy blood
glucose monitoring. Repurposing of
waste, including food containers and
natural textile dye made out of date
seeds, is explored by Amal Hassan
Alsuwaidi from the Dubai Institute

of Design and Innovation. The

third area, he adds, is low-footprint
production processes, explored in a
project by Maadi Mosa Mohammed
Asiri from King Khalid University in
Saudi Arabia, who created fertilizers
from the by-products of lithium
manufacturing plants.

With urgent issues at hand, are
voung designers under further
pressure to innovate?

“The complexity of issues such as
COVID-19 certainly brings the realiza-
tion that, more than ever, collabora-
tive efforts are necessary. And indeed
a number of online-hased initiatives
took place all around the world,
bringing voung minds together”
Caravieri said.
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